
 
 
 
 

 

The Michigan State University Alumni Association Presents 

Isle Royale Kayaking and Hiking Ecotour 
Tuesday, August 15 -  Saturday, August 19, 2017 

 

  $3,400 per couple (double occupancy), $1,900 per person (single occupancy) 

      

 

 
 

Tour Inclusions:  
 

 Kayaking and hiking daily 

 Four nights of lodging at Rock Harbor Lodge   

 Peterson Wolf Research Station  

 Edison Fish Hatchery 

 Rock Harbor Lighthouse 

 Wildlife sightings 

 All meals 

 Wildlife biologist and paddling guide 

 Sea kayaks and gear 

 Maps, permits and fees 
 

*Woods & Water Ecotours reserves the right to change plans if 

weather is determined to be unsafe. Alternate plans will include 

day paddles or hikes with adjusted itinerary.  There are other 

options that will be utilized if such conditions arise. 

 

Not Included: Transportation to Houghton, MI, travel insurance, 

items of a personal nature, gratuities, alcohol and meals not 

mentioned in the tour inclusions. 
 

Located along the 

shore of Lake Superior, 

Rock Harbor Lodge 

offers spectacular 

views of  Lake Superior, 

private baths and ser-

vices including a din-

ing room featuring 

breakfast, lunch and 

dinner, snack bar, gift shop and dockside store.   

Join MSU alumna Jessie Hadley as she leads a 

kayaking and hiking journey to Michigan’s remote and 

most notable Lake Superior wilderness destination. 

Learn about the plants and animals that live, thrive, 

and survive the rigors of island living. Each day kayak 

the crystal clear near shore waters and underwater 

rocky shoals. Steeped with numerous trail overlooks 

and historical destinations, Isle Royale provides endless 

opportunities for exploring. Wildlife viewing is abun-

dant, as it is a haven for migratory birds. It is also a 

place where natural selection unfolds without man-

agement. Learn and witness the simplicity and survival 

complexities on the island.  Visit world recognized Pe-

terson cabin where over 30 years of wolf and moose 

research has taken place.  Visit the historic Edison fish 

hatchery and Rock Harbor lighthouse. Enchanting and 

transforming, Isle Royale and its neighboring 400 island 

archipelago are global treasures waiting to be ex-

plored. Lodging is located at the comfortable Rock 

Harbor Lodge with amazing menu choices. Rooms 

have private baths and picture windows overlooking 

the harbor and islands. This all-inclusive ecotour pro-

vides transportation during the tour, fresh wholesome 

meals, kayaks & accessories, maps, permits and fees, 

and ecologist/kayak guide.   

For reservations or further information, call Woods & Water Ecotours at 906-484-4157 



Daily Itinerary: 
 

Tuesday, August 15th 

8:00am-Arrive at the National Park Service and board 

the Ranger III ferry  

9:00am—Ferry departs 

3:00pm– Arrive at Isle Royale and check in at the Rock 

Harbor Lodge 

4:00pm–2 hour kayak safety class with paddle strokes 

and rescues  

6:30pm-Dinner at the Rock Harbor Lodge 
 

Wednesday, August 16th 

8:00am-Breakfast at Rock Harbor Lodge 

9:00am-Paddle trip to Tobin Harbor and hike to the over-

look at Lookout Louise. Packed lunch 

6:30pm-Dinner at the Rock Harbor Lodge 
 

Thursday, August 17th 

8:00am-Breakfast at Rock Harbor Lodge 

9:00am–Take lodge boat to Peterson’s cabin-wolf re-

search center, Edison Fish Hatchery and tour the light-

house. Packed lunch 

6:30pm—Dinner at the Rock Harbor Lodge 

Evening free for optional paddling and hiking 
 

Friday, August 18th 

8:00am– Breakfast at Rock Harbor Lodge 

9:00am—Paddle to Raspberry Island for walking tour of 

the bog and rocky shore.  Packed lunch 

6:30pm—Dinner at Rock Harbor Lodge 
 

Saturday, August 19th  

8:00am—Breakfast at Rock Harbor Lodge 

9:00am—Ranger III ferry departs 

2:00pm—Ferry arrives on the mainland 

 

**Paddling distances range up to 5-7 miles with breaks. 

 

 

Jessie Hadley, BS ‘94 
Jessie received a B.S. in Fisheries and Wildlife 

Biology from Michigan State University in 

1994 and moved north to pursue conserva-

tion work in the Eastern U.P.  She is the found-

er and owner of Woods & Water Ecotours 

that specializes in sustainable nature-based 

tourism and sea kayaking. First working with 

endangered species protection and white-

tail deer management with the Department 

of Natural Resources on Drummond Island, 

MI, she later became involved with wastewater treatment and 

was a leader of stewardship activities during her island residency. 

Jessie moved off the island to work for The Nature Conservancy, 

as the Northern Lake Huron Bio Reserve coordinator that included 

stewardship, education and conservation planning responsibilities. 

Jessie currently lives in Les Cheneaux, where she has assisted in 

implementing community-based conservation and compatible 

economic development projects. She has taught numerous peo-

ple how to kayak and has shared her appreciation about the 

ecology of the Northern Lake Huron shoreline communities over 

the last 15 years. In her spare time, she enjoys sharing the outdoors 

with her 7 year old son and anyone else who has the spirit for ad-

venture. 

Getting There: Air transportation is available to the Houghton 

County Memorial Airport in Calumet, MI.  The driving distance be-

tween the airport and pier is approximately 15 miles. Transportation 

to the Ranger III dock is available by taxi. Parking at the airport is 

$5 per calendar day. If driving, free parking is available at the 

Ranger III dock in downtown Houghton.  

 

Cost:  $3,400 per couple, double occupancy or $1,900 per person, 

single occupancy. Please note trip is limited to 14 participants.  

 

Deposit and Payments: Early reservations are encouraged to con-

firm your space. Reservations are accepted after having received 

$300 deposit per person, including a reservation form signed by 

each adult 21 years or older. The principle trip balance is due 90 

days prior to departure. Failure to deliver complete payment 90 

days prior to departure will be considered notification of cancella-

tion by default and is subject to cancellation charges as stated 

below. Any balances are payable by check or credit card. Woods 

& Water Ecotours reserves the right to deny participation to any-

one whom it deems unsuitable for a trip. 

 

Cancellations: Cancellation fees are based on the date your writ-

ten notification for package trips is received at WWE. If Woods & 

Water is notified: - 90 or more days prior to trip departure; $50 ad-

ministration fee/person is retained for packaged trips - 60-89 prior 

to departure; deposit will be retained. - 59-31 prior to departure; 

50% of trip cost is retained. - 30 or fewer days prior to departure; full 

payment is retained. Medical emergencies do not constitute a 

refund.  If there is some concern in advance regarding a possible 

cancellation due to this, then travel insurance is recommended. 

Deposits are eligible to be applied toward other trips up to a year 

from original booking date. Rescheduling is always encouraged.  

 

Extra Costs Provision: On all tours, weather can occasionally affect 

transportation. If, due to weather or other uncontrollable reasons, 

and you are required to spend an additional night or change trav-

el arrangements, you will be responsible for your own hotel, meals 

 

The Michigan State Alumni Association and Michigan State 

University, their respective employees, officers, agents, servants 

and representatives (hereinafter collectively referred to as 

"Michigan State") are acting only as agents for the tour partici-

pants with respect to travel services and shall not be responsi-

ble or liable for changes of flight times, fare changes, dishonor 

of airline, hotel or other reservations, damage, injury (including 

death), loss of baggage, accidents, delays, inconveniences, 

cessation of operations, airline or tour operator bankruptcies or 

insolvency’s, acts of God, acts or omissions of any person or 

entity engaged in conveying participants or carrying out any 

other  arrangements in connection with the tour, or any other 

event or occurrence beyond Michigan State's control. Further, 

Michigan State shall not be responsible or liable for losses or 

additional expenses incurred by any participant due to sick-

ness, disease, weather, strike, civil unrest, acts of terrorism, 

quarantine, acts of God or any other cause or occurrence 

beyond its control.  Michigan State shall not be responsible or 

liable for alterations or changes in the itinerary deemed neces-

sary for carrying out the tour.  Michigan State reserves the right 

to cancel any tour prior to departure.  In such an event, partic-

ipant's entire payment may be refunded without further obli-

gation or liability of any kind on the part of Michigan 

State.  Michigan State also reserves the right to decline to ac-

cept or retain any person as a member of the tour should the 

person's health, actions or general deportment impede the 

operation of the tour or the rights or welfare of any tour partici-

pant.  In such an event, no refund will be made for any unused 

portion of the tour.  Applicants for participation in this tour ac-

cept all of the terms and conditions set forth above. 
 

For reservations or further information, call Woods & Water Ecotours at 906-484-4157 


